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“Someone who will love us”

A dynamic, progressive leader for and of our church and our
community

An open, inclusive, compassionate healer

A parish priest, not a church CEO

A priest who can help us find ways to attract and appeal to
families. We need to grow but in a focused way th
supports those who join us.

A leader to help us grow where we want to go. We hawe th
tools and the people but need a “jump start.”

A friend who participates as one of us

A preacher who offers intellectual and spiritual stiatioin

A caring, involved supporter of children/youth initiatives

bingdon is the “mother of the Diocese of Virginia.” Tearly parishioners, John Page and Warner

Lewis, led the movement to establish the Episcopale@hin the United States. Today, their diocese,

The Diocese of Virginia, is the largest in the countrthwnore than 80,000 baptized members and 400

clergy. The diocese is home to six Episcopal preparatdrools, five diocesan homes, and the Virginia
Theological Seminary, the largest Anglican seminaryénwbrld.

The Diocese is led by the Rt. Rev. Shannon Johnsto3thRishop of
Virginia; and the Rt. Rev. David Colin Jones, Bishop 1Buggin.

The Diocese has two centers for conferences, tefremmps, and meetings.
The Diocesan Center at Roslyn is located on the JRinesin the west end
of Richmond (approximately 75 minutes from Gloucestdnjin® Mont, in
the beautiful Shenandoah Valley, is also the siteebiien air Cathedral
Shrine of the Transfiguration, the diocesan cathedral.

Abingdon Church is one of the 22 churches in Region Zibeese is di-
vided into 15 regions). Members of the Abingdon congregatdie active in
Region 2, the Diocesan Committee on Priesthood, le®ibcesan Board of
Examining Chaplain, and are ordination examination readémady.

www.thediocese.net




orshippers have attended Abingdon

Parish churches for over 350 years

and have been drawn to this third

church of Abingdon Parish for more
than 250 years. The beauty of its Flemish bond
brickwork, the light open interior, and the classic
design were known to George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, and Robert E. Lee as well as scores®f les
well-known members of the community.

Today we come together for Sunday worship at 8 a.m.
for an intimate Rite | service. The 10:30 servica is
joyous, music-filled celebration of Rite Il with an

entry procession of young acolytes, cross bearers,
Gospel bearer, and the choir. Lay Eucharistic
Ministers and readers join the priest at the altaich
ushers, altar and bread guild members have prepared.
When the children arrive from the nursery for
Eucharist and the choral anthem swells to the
balconies, we share the core of God's love for us.

For 20 years, home-baked bread has been an
important part of our Eucharistic feast at the 10:30

service. The bread guild lovingly kneads and bakes
as a spiritual exercise in thanksgiving and in devotion
to the community.

Profile Task Force comments:

Although the survey showed preference for Rites | and Il, a strbeigest in Morning Prayer on Sundays was also
indicated. An occasional non-traditional service like a youth-focusedce, Evensong, and a healing service were
also mentioned as occasional possibilities.




bingdon has a wide-spread reputation for its
exceptional music program. Few small, rural
churches with an all-volunteer choir will ever have
the Fauré Requiem sung at a Sunday service,
while we have heard it twice in the past four years. In 2000,
the choir sang the Duruflé Requiem on Palm Sunday with the
Tewkesbury (England) choir. Many in the congregarion cite
the quality of music, along with the magnificent architeet
of the historic church, as their primary reason fomaliteg or
joining Abingdon. Music is integral to our worship at the
10:30 service and at other special services such as Evensong,
Morning Prayer, and funerals. Our service music is drawn
from traditional Anglican, classical, and twentieth cent
works.

Since 1989, our talented organist and choir director, Alisa
Bohon, has led the children’s, girls’, handbell, andtadu

choirs in a demanding and awe-inspiring program of classical
choral music by Handel, Bach, Berger, Byrd, and others.
2001, the joint choirs presented a well-received concert fea
turing the music of Billings, Rutter, and the gospel tradi

And, always, the vibrant sounds of our Walker tracker organ
reverberate throughout the building. In fact, the acoustics
our building are so excellent that other organizationsasiqu
the space for their own concerts

usic is also a valuable element of our community
outreach mission. Arts at Abingdon sponsors a
world-class concert series which has included the
American Boy Choir, Miami String Quartet, St.
B Thomas (NY) Choir of Boys and Men, Ensemble Amacord, the
Rastrelli Cello Quartet, Joann Faletta, and Triple Helix. c&in
2005, three mid-week organ recitals followed by lunch in the
Parish Hall have marked the Advent season.

Profile Task Force comments:

It is difficult to overstate importance of music to congregation (16e30ice). The most positive responses to the survey
were about the program: almost one-third of the respondents would &kegesater variety in the selections played and
sung.




his isour work, a ministry for us all. Each

member of our church has the joy, privilege,

and responsibility to nurture Christian faith

in our children and youth. Every one of us is
called to be a teacher, to guide a new generation of
young people to celebrate and share the good news of
God’s great love.

The goal of our Sunday School program is to be a fun,
engaging place that conveys God’s love and encourages
thoughtful Christianity. We use the Episcopal Church
Curriculum to support our written objectives because its
content fits best. Each year, each age group studies a
unit on the Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, the
sacraments, and the life of the church organized droun
themes (prophets, parables, creation, prayer, etc.)
Teachers are encouraged to put their own spin on the
lessons, taking into account a variety of learning style

In their own survey, our teens offered moderate support
for Bible study and Church history but strong support
for discussions of social and moral issues.
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VBS and Abingdon Youth Group are also part of Abing-
don’s outreach as we welcome children from the entire
community.

Profile Task Force comments:

Abingdon is committed to finding a place for
everyone to participate. Children and youth are
encouraged to be acolytes, lay readers, and
servers during services. The middle school
students are assistants at VBS. The upper
school (grades 7-12) designed and administered
a survey to their peers that is reflected in this
profile.

The Sunday School program supports two outreach
projects annually: Valentines to soldiers and take-
home meals for Thanksgiving week. Several years
ago we initiated a class godparent program and this
year a new incentive program, Ticket to Shop.
Attendance has become steadier in recent years with
an average attendance of 25.

Special programming has included the Christmas
Walk (through the dark woods to a stable full of
Biblical animals), Following Jesus’s Footsteps

(a participatory encounter with the events of Holy
Week), the children’s Hall of Fame, etc.




ur goal for the Abingdon Youth

Group is to enjoy fellowship and

provide service in a God-centered

environment. Discussions include
such perennial issues as living with the family
you've got, setting priorities, repairing friend-
ships, justice and mercy. Another goal for the
Youth Group is to enjoy fellowship and provide
service in a God-centered environment. In the
past year they have sponsored the Halloween
Carnival for the younger children, hosted a
dinner for the Ed Kilbourne show, rang the bell
for the Salvation Army, provided food for the
needy, attended a concert, taken a class, and
enjoyed one another’s company in a Christ-
centered environment. The Youth Group’s pri-
mary outreach initiative is the Food Box
Program.

Other programs for our
children include Nursery
care during the 10:30
service and other all-
congregation events,
Children’s Chapel for
those up to age 7 (they
join their families in “Big
Church” for Eucharist),
Family Night where all
ages mingle, and
Children’s Worship
Notebooks.
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he constants in our program of Adult Learning have bdemram gathering on Sunday mornings between

services and Education for Ministry. Topics on Sundayserémogn Biblical exegesis to contemporary ethics;

some discussions have been extremely lively. As ma®pageople have attended different sessions in the

past eight years. Education For Ministry (EFM), a welbwn, four-year program based on the curriculum
from Sewanee University, draws participants fromngbion and Ware churches; mentored for the past decad#ieoy E
Head, the program currently has 7 students.

Over the years, we have offered different venues folt Eduners including week-day Bible study, a Sundayene
“spirituality seminar,” and Lenten Study. A weekly thaptal book-discussion group was established by paristsame
2006.

Profile Task Force comments:

Programs organized for our educated adult population need to be challesgihigformative. Programs should grow
out of parishioners’ initiative. Enticing parents of children anehteto the adult discussion will bring the bonus of
increased participation in Sunday School.




n 2007, the Outreach Committee revitalized its

program after several difficult years. Although the

parish budget provided only $1,015, th& Annual

Outreach Bazaar raised another $4,500 for a wide
range of projects.

Outreach programs in which the congregation actively
participates:

Annual community Thanksgiving dinner
(open to all at no charge)

Meals on Wheels on Memorial Day, July
4, Labor Day, & Thanksgiving
“Christmas is Everyday” packages to
troops in Iraq, Afghanistan &

the Horn of Africa

Salvation Army Angel Tree at Christmas
Cary Adult Home Christmas Party

* %

In 2005, the book discussion group initiated a plan to provide
assistance to those displaced by Hurricane Katrina. Led by
Susan Sutherland, who has given hands-on help, the parish
supported a family who had moved from Louisiana to Hampton
Roads for several months and linked up with St. Luke’s Church
in New Orleans to contribute money to the recovery effort.

Previous Initiatives:

The Gloucester-Mathews Free Clinic was the brainafild
Abingdon’s Outreach Committee more than 11 years ago. With
the support of many individuals in the community, Riverside
Walter Reed Hospital’s generous donation of office spack, an
$5000 seed money from the Diocese, GMFC became a ligality
1998. A number of members still support the clinic witheti
talent, and treasure.

The Children of Chernobyl program was brought to Gloucester
by Abingdon Church in 1994, when three Belarussian girls came
to live with members over several years. For the pagears, an
Abingdon pediatrician and pediatric dentist have provided free
care for all the children who have come.

Profile Task Force comments:
Given focus, our outreach will grow despite the small number of
active members. The general survey responses strongly favor an

“all-church” outreach project with widespread participation opportu-

nities. The teen survey also supported outreach projects although
nothing specific was mentioned.
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Programs to which we

donate money:
Laurel Shelter (abused women and chil-
dren shelter)
Bay Agency on Aging
Gloucester Mathews Free Clinic
Gloucester Mathews Humane Society
Heifer International
Literacy Volunteers of Gloucester
Rural Infant Services Program
Southeastern Correctional Ministry
Wounded Warrior Project
Emerging needs such as utility bills,
rent, fire damage, etc.

Organizations whose meetings we
faC|I|tate by providing space:

Gloucester Master Gardeners
Alcoholics Anonymous
Gloucester Historical Society
Gloucester Point Rotary Club

5 Rivers Women'’s Club
Gloucester Genealogical Society
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17" Century
Abingdon Parish established
George Washington’s ancestors donated land to the parish
First brick church built

18" Century
: Present church completed in 1755
John Page became a member of the first General
Convention of the Episcopal Church

19" Century
: Reredos added
Church occupied and used as a stable by Federal troops
during the Civil War
Church records destroyed in fires at the courthouse in
Richmond and later at Rosewell Plantation

20" Century

: Abingdon property holdings substantially enlarged
Burwell and Page tombs moved to the cemetery
Abingdon Church placed on the National Register of
Historic Places
Church restored to Colonial specifications
Parish Hall built

21 Century
Children’s and music programs expanded

bingdon Episcopal Church’s property
! | + | ( - covers 143 acres facing onto U.S. 17 in
historic Gloucester County, midway between
the courthouse and Gloucester Point, and
includes two buildings plus a walled cemetery.

The story of Abingdon Church marches in step with the
history of our country. The parish was established in
1650—forty-three years after the first British settlemént a
Jamestown - in a wooden church on Robins Neck. The
current building was erected between 1751 and 1755 on
land donated by George Washington’s great-grandfather
and is the second on this site. In 1785 Abingdon parish
became part of the newly organized Protestant Episcopal
Church in the diocese of Virginia.

During the Civil War, the Church was occupied by Federal
troops which used the building as a stable, the wood and
pews as firewood. The colonial silver, donated in 1703,
the pulpit and some additional furnishings were removed

for safekeeping but are in use today. Throughout the neygatS, modernization and urbanization bypassed Gloucester
County; goods and services were moved by steamships aied fghich stopped along the various wharfs to unload pomgs
and take on passengers. Abingdon Church underwent numerous egphjoined with Ware Church to support a mission in
the lower county.

10



n the 1950s the congregation celebrated it§'200
anniversary with an historical pageant, just as it
would again in 2005 when the church was 250 ye
old. During the intervening years the Church und
went a massive restoration to Colonial specificationthe
1980s while unobtrusively meeting contemporary needs

The eighteenth-century brick cruciform church was the
largest in Virginia and third largest in the colonigss|
believed to have been the model for Bruton Parish Chui
in Williamsburg. The reredos with the catecheticaldtsh
the top section of the three-decker pulpit, the baptismal
font, portions of the stone floor, wainscote panelagl
one column are original.

The prayer “We praise thee, O God” was painted ab@/&dmed tablets after the Civil War. The north aadth galleries
are the most complete original examples from the cdlpeidod with interesting mammy benches where slavesdvzare
for the children of the plantation owners who sat inpgewes in front. Massive windows with some originakgléll the
Church with light and allow beautiful views of the treedtom grounds. Abingdon Church is listed on the Nationdkeg-
istry of Historic Places. Our magnificent J. W. Walkacker organ, ornamented with rosewood draw knobs afid

ginia wildlife carvings, was made in England and instalet988. Its sound has been praised by the many organists fro
the U.S. and abroad who have presented conceds her

The Parish Hall was constructed in the
1960s in a style designed to complement the
historic church. The building houses the
fellowship hall and kitchen, church offices,

a library, a nursery, and classrooms used for
Sunday school as well as many other youth
and adult functions. A small chapel off the
great hall is used for Sunday Adult Forum
discussions, Children’s Chapel, and other
small groups.

Burial grounds surround the church. The cemetery ondita side has
been in use since the nineteenth century. The sectisidethe wall to
the north was recently added. The large tombs in &btite church date
from the seventeenth century but were moved there iwtrgieth cen-
tury. The low brick wall which surrounds the church ardépbparts of the
cemetery is handmade brick, made of local clay. Thecbhawilding was
constructed of the same clay.

Acreage to the north of the church, including 78 apreshased in 1992,

is currently in timber which is logged at appropriaterivaés and the

proceeds added to the general funds. One persistent qudstonissed

regularly by the Land Use Committee, is the prospedewéloping this property. Various options have been eegbliout
for now the congregation has chosen not to make amgelsa

Profile Task Force comments:
Our historic building is a trust and a responsibility, also a awmus concern and expense. Discussions/plans of Immediate
repairs or replacements and long term planning for the futurel teée shared with the congregation.
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loucester County, with 133 miles of state roads and 28&rof shoreline, sits in the southeastern
part of Virginia in the region colloquially known as tEwater.” At the beginning of the colonial
period, the land was already settled by Eastern ~ Wadbdiaians under the leadership of
Powhatan at Werewicomoco. Captain John Smith reportdihiag his explorations of the area in
1612, Powhatan’s daughter Pocahontas saved his life.
Recent archeological excavations of this historicisite
Gloucester have been the subject of PBS and National
Geographic features.
Currently, the land is rural, forested, and
farmed. The county is notable for its rivers, creskd
bays, most especially the Mobjack Bay. To the south of
Gloucester across the York River are the more populated
areas of Hampton, Newport News, York County, and
historic Williamsburg. To the north of Gloucester are
the Rappahannock and Potomac Rivers and the cities of
Fredricksburg and Washington, D.C.

Residents are now lured to Gloucester County by lower
taxes, lower housing costs, better school systerss, le
crime, and less congestion. Response from citizen sur-
veys have indicated that there are a number of quality of

life assets that are important, including rural charaahd image, extensive shoreline and proximity tonder,

natural beauty and wildlife, and undisturbed naturedsr The

biggest threat to this ideal life is the increasing regidedevel-

opment and the increasing traffic congestion on Routeh#&7, t

only traffic corridor running north and south through toenty

from the developed places across the York River.

The 20" century population in Gloucester County, now at 38,: 3,
has been historically low. Early in the century thpuation was
steady at 10,000 to 12,000 until about 1970 when the impact f
the Coleman Bridge became undeniable. In 1952, the bridge
Gloucester Point replaced the ferry taking people to Mewp

News and points south. The population growth has not stopy d
since then, with the result that whereas 35% of workers i
Gloucester commuted across the York River to work in 1960
today over 59% are commuters.

12



his population is largely homogenous:

Population age has changed little in recent years. in 2000, 86% was white, 10% black,
Since 1990 those over 65 years increased by 1%, and all others totaled only 4%. In
bringing the totals to: 1996 the Coleman Bridge was
Age Percent of county residents  widened to 4 lanes bringing an influx of new
0—18 26% residents. And despite the current economic
18—64 62% downturn, Gloucester continues to grow, and
65+ 12% these population data are likely to change as nev

housing sub-divisions proliferate. In the year
2006, 20,384 Gloucester residents were
employed, half in Gloucester county. Of those locathployed, 59% were in professional and scientific,
health, government and management activities; 42% weranufacturing, construction, finance and real
estate activities; and 7% were still on the farm. &heere 535 unemployed. The 10,000+ employed out:
side of Gloucester were at the Newport News Shipyaaherof the sev-
eral military facilities: Ft. Monroe, Ft. Eustis, hgley AFB, Coast Guard
Training Center (Yorktown) in addition to the Naval fa@k in Norfolk
and Portsmouth which are within commuting distance. Tlarge hospi-
tal systems in the area, Sentara, Riverside, and Manaculate, offer
many jobs. Others are employed at several world-wideocations
based in the area; Ferguson Enterprises is one &rter and better
known of these.

Economically, in 2006, the average annual wage in GloucEstanty
was $28,496. In 2000 per capita income was $24,270, while the median
family income was $51,426.

Episcopalians in Gloucester County are served by two pari$iare
Church located in the Ware magisterial district noiftthe Courthouse,
and Abingdon Church located in the Abingdon district in thereépart
of the county. Both churches are historic, having beemlestad in the
early colonial period. While the parish was establishelbbs0,
Abingdon’s present building was begun in 1751. Ware Church has
around 350 members on the roll and sees perhaps 145 on ageaSara
day; while Abingdon Church has around 464 members on the roll
and sees around 135 on Sunday.

www.qgloucester.co.us

Profile Task Force comments:

Gloucester is a community in transition, struggling to remain turathits of transportation have kept industries from settling
in the county, so local growth that includes the second-largest Wdldvidhe East Coast and other big box stores will keep
Gloucester largely a bedroom community. Even so, many resitemgly identify with geographic communities within the
county: Ware Neck, Guinea, the Point, and others have theimatigse characteristics.

Numerous programs for youth, on-water activities, hunting, and celerbrdaffodils keep Gloucester grounded. The Virginia
Institute of Marine Science (VIMS at William and Mary) bringslavclass science into the mix. And, military retiregsl their
varied experiences to make a unique community.
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Interim Rector Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Price

Staff

Vestry

Alisa Bohon Director of Music Prograngpart-time)
Rachel StrawnDirector of Christian Educatiofpart-time)

Wendy EverySecretary(part-time)
Gary HudginsSexton gart-time)

Florace Arnold
Rob Atkinson
Charles Banks
Barbara Allison-Bryan
John Capin
Mark Cook
John Gillis
Sarah Hylton
David Meeker
Tom Pachla
David Peebles
Stuart Pollock

Profile Task Force (charged with surveying the congregation and writing tloéley

Tom Arnold

Darlene Cumberland
Kathleen Gillerlain
Kathy Klein

Danny McCloud
Sandy Pollock¢hair
Larry Smith

Susan Sutherland
Joyce Faye White

Search Committee

Leslie Atkinson
Terri Byrne
Christopher Corr
Ralph Johnson
Danny McCloud
Carol Meredithchair
Elizabeth Phillips
Keith Webb

Joyce Faye White

Trustees

John Bowditch

H. Edward Cartledge
Anne Edwards
George Hayes
David L. Peebles

Trustees of the Diocesan Endowment Fund

Hank Hinnant
Chris Naquin
Bob Pollock,chair

For more information, contact

Abingdon Episcopal Church
PO Box 82
White Marsh, VA 23183

804-693-3035
804-693-5171 (Fax)
search@abingdonchurch.org

www.abingdonchurch.org




